Pharmacoeconomics plays a vital role in the treatment of a disease. Patients are affected by the high prices of medicines. As the symptoms improve, error of compliance sets in, particularly so, if the regimen is heavy on the pocket of the patient.
One of the major causes of the high cost of medicines is prescription by brand names. For some medicines, the difference in cost between the branded and generic product varies from less than twofold to more than 100-fold.
[1] The overall savings owing to prescribing the least expensive generic preparation has been reported to be approximately 5%. Savings in individual situations can be very much higher. Generic names are also less confusing. [2] In the "therapeutic jungle", the prescriber can help the society by using generic names while prescribing.
[2] However, prescribers often do not follow this and even prescribe branded medicines over-enthusiastically. Health professionals have an important role to play in promoting quality use of medicines through good treatment choices and good communication with the patients by explaining to them about the low cost generic medicines.
[3] The doctors, therefore, must be trained during the formative years of their learning, so that they are not allured by the marketing gimmicks of pharmaceutical companies and develop a habit of prescribing by generic names. We tried this by sensitizing the students of second year professional MBBS course.
The present students were first given the concept of generic and branded medicines. They were asked to collect the prices of the same medicine in branded and generic form for some common ailments such as rhinitis, insomnia, anxiety, diabetes, low backache, fever, diarrhea, acid peptic disease and upper respiratory tract infection with the help of instituCorrespondence Pharmacoeconomics: Sensitization of under Pharmacoeconomics: Sensitization of under Pharmacoeconomics: Sensitization of under Pharmacoeconomics: Sensitization of under Pharmacoeconomics: Sensitization of undergraduate graduate graduate graduate graduate medical students medical students medical students medical students medical students tional pharmacist. Percentage difference in the cost of the two was calculated and the drug compliance in view of the difference in cost was discussed with the medical students.
It was noticed that all branded medicines were higher priced as compared to their generic alternatives (Table 1) . Approximately a 3 to 4 times increase was observed. It was found that many times chemists did not give the specific generic medicine, which was asked for and tried to give a substitute branded medicine, giving the reason of non-availability. Sometimes, the locally manufactured alternative was given. Obviously, such indulgence resulted in some economic gains for the seller.
Generic drugs offer major savings in healthcare expenditure because they are substantially lower in price than the branded drugs. It is desired that doctors should prescribe the drugs only in the generic form except for conditions where drugs with narrow therapeutic margin are prescribed, for instance, antiepileptics, lithium carbonate, antiarrhythmics. 
